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something “bigger, higher and newer”.
There was no heritage order on the
properties when Mr Green's parents
bought them in the mid-80s.
Mr Green, who is also a councillor

on Rockdale City Council, maintains
that the homes contain few original
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From page 3

“They were just standard, run-
of-the-mill terraces that you see
everywhere in Camperdown,
Alexandria, Newtown,” Mr Green
said. “It’s not like they bought the
Queen Victoria Building or the
Town Hall.”

However, a spokeswoman for
the council claimed that a her-
itage report had identified the
properties as having “historic and
aesthetic” significance to the
development of workers’ housing
in Camperdown.

“Heritage planning controls are
designed to ensure that changes to
heritage-listed buildings are sym-
pathetic and consistent with the
period of the building,” the
spokesman said. “They do not
prevent changes or structural
alterations but most work requires
development consent and a her-
itage impact assessment report.”

Neil Byron, a presiding com-
missioner of the Federal
Government's productivity com-
mission, said the listing of private
properties was one of the “most

controversial” issues that the com-
mission had come across while
looking into heritage policies.

“There’s a really difficult issue
of: if it’'s going to cost a lot to
maintain, who's going to pay for
that,” he said. He added that it was
an issue, not only with private
homes, but also with properties
like old churches which no longer
had a congregation.

“We suggested [in a draft report
released in December] that her-
itage-listing bodies, whether it’s
national, State or local govern-
ment, could negotiate a heritage
agreement with the owner of the
property which would lay out
what could be done, what could
not be done, what would require
permission and, if there were sig-
nificant costs, then how those
costs would be covered,” he said.

A spokesman for the council
said they were currently investi-
gating establishing a heritage fund
to encourage retention and re-use
of heritage buildings throughout
the local government area. &




