Put up or shut up

Regarding the story ‘‘Pines to get chop’” (Leader,
October 25).

According to the most recent arborist’s report,
the pines actually have from as little as five years
to live, not 15 as stated.

Regrettably, often arborists and heritage experts
are drawn to their professions out of a love of trees
and heritage.

The problem is that love and reason are
sometimes arch-enemies as love often blinds.

But what’s really disparaging is how tree-
hugging extreme Greens with their conspiracy
laden ideologies can cast doubt over my motives
for replacing six scrawny pines with mature,
healthy specimens. My challenge to those skeptics
is to put up or shut up.

If you can prove I want those six pines cut down
to improve someone’s view, then come forward
and I’'ll shout you a trip to Norfolk Island where

you can see firsthand what a healthy, broad-
stemmed Norfolk Island pine looks like.

And for Ann Moir’s benefit (Your View,
November 1) several pines in Cook Park
collapsed in 1966 during a storm and it could
easily happen again, this time with lethal
consequences.

Yes, it may cost a bit to replace six of the 850
pines — but they will have to be replaced
eventually and what price could you place on a
human life? -

Cr Gary Green
Rockdale Council

Editor’s note: The report concluded: Trees 1,4, 5,
6 & 7 (all Cook pines) exhibit fair to good health
and condition. The inclined trunks, multiple stems
and thinning of lower foliage are all typical of this
species and are of no cause for concern. All of
these trees have a moderate remaining, safe,
useful life expectancy of 15-40 years.



