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Property ‘under gun’

ChelseaWhite

A COUNCILLOR from Rockdale
has blasted Manly's proposed con-
servation areas, saying they hold a
gun to owners’ heads and steal
their property rights away.

‘The areas are currently out for
public consultation and will in-
clude up to 3000 homes - old and
now. The move has outraged
Rockdale councillor Gary Green.

“Manly is an_iconic_suburb,
Cr Green said. "But it is going o
have the clamps put on it and have
all development stopped - we are
going to be irapped and forced to
Tive in the past.”

Cr Green has long advocated
change to the council-ed heritage
system, as it saw his parents’
investment properties listed by
the City of Sydney without their
consent.

However, he said he is not anti-
conservation.

“If something s a gonuine hori-
tage item it should be conserved,
but if something is not, as Manly is
proposing under blanket heritage
listings, then it is an absolute
abuse of heritage laws.”

He said Manly residents should
be concerned as the areas would
Lead to drops in property values.

“A man’s home is no longer his

castle as unfortunately we have a
local government levelling this
communist mindset where
‘people ride roughshod over prop-
orty rights.”

Cr Green also accused Manly.
Mayor Peter Macdonald of gloat-
ing about how heritage laws can
be abused to limit development,

Cr Macdonald said he stood by
heriage laws and what ey could
Cr Macdonald said Cr Green
‘was playing on a false belief that
heritage listing cut a propertys
value or halted any renovations.

Cr Mactonald said Cr Green
‘should also be focusing on his own
community instead of sticking his
nose into others.

“I suggest (he) should butt out of
Manly,” he said. "Cr Green should
et on with the job of representing.
the people of Rockdale.”
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